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Thank you for your interest in our program!  Bloom! Montessori offers an authentic, full day Montessori program (8am -5:30pm) for children aged 2-6. We provide a small, close-knit, home like environment; our class size never exceeds 12 students and we maintain a teacher student ratio which never exceeds 1:6. We are full members of the American Montessori Society (AMS) and licensed by the Colorado Division of Childcare. More information about our program can be found on our website at www.bloommontessori.com or on our blog at www.bloommontessori.blogspot.com.
We strongly recommend that parents learn more about the Montessori philosophy by visiting our website or the website of the American Montessori Society (www.amshq.org). The name “Montessori” is not trademarked, anyone can use it, so it is important to verify a school’s membership in the American Montessori Society (AMS) or the Association of Montessori Internationale (AMI) to ensure all teachers have Montessori teaching credentials and actual Montessori materials and methods are being used.
Included, is the 2012-2013 Application for Admission and the answers to some frequently asked questions about our admission process; if you have additional questions or concerns, please contact the school at admissions@bloommontessori.com.  We look forward to meeting you!

What are the Requirements for Admission?

· Children must be at least two years old on their first day of attendance.

· Children must have established independent toilet learning.
What is the process and deadlines for admission? 

There are four required steps to admission:

	Application

We will begin accepting applications for the 2012-2013 School Year on November 1, 2011.  

You can submit an application at any time after this date (we do not accept applications prior to November 1, 2011). There is a $50 application fee.
Applications can be mailed to the school or placed in the drop box in the back of the building (through the gate, off Grande Avenue). 

We continue to accept children throughout the school year when space is available.
	Tour/Interview

Upon receipt of your completed application and the $50 non-refundable application fee, you will receive a brochure about Montessori education and we will contact you to arrange a tour. Tours are by appointment only.
Both/all parents/guardians, and the child for whom you are considering admission, need to be in attendance. This is NOT a test for the child; it is designed to ensure that all adults involved share a common understanding about the purpose of education and can work together in service of the child. It is also required under the terms of our state licensing. Most tours take 20-30 minutes.
	Admissions Decision
Bloom! Montessori will begin making offers of admission to new students on Sunday, January 8th. 

On this date, you will receive email notification of your child’s status.  This will be followed up with a letter mailed to you.

Your child will be accepted (if space is available), denied entrance (if we feel that your child would have a difficult time in a Montessori environment), or wait listed. 


	Receipt of Contract
If your child is accepted, you will receive an acceptance packet in the mail. This packet will contain a Tuition and Fees contract. 
You  have until 5pm on Sunday, January  22ndh (or two weeks) to return the signed Tuition and Fees Agreement and a $500 deposit to the school to secure your child’s spot. In the event it is not received by this date, we will make the spot available to the next child on our wait list.

Our past experience is that we are generally full by February 1st.


How are Admission Decisions Made? 
It is the mission of Bloom! Montessori to provide families seeking a comprehensive Montessori education with a meaningful and authentic early-childhood Montessori experience. A large measure of the success of a Montessori education is due to the passion and involvement of our parent’s community, and to maintaining the integrity of the three year cycle.  Montessori classes are mixed age classes; for this plane of development, children between the ages of three and six attend classes together (however, because we value each child’s uniqueness and the singularity of their process of development, we accept students on the basis of readiness rather than chronological age- as a result, we will accept children as young as two years of age if they demonstrate the maturational readiness to attend). Ideally, a Montessori classroom is roughly balanced in terms of ages (roughly equal numbers of three, four, and five year old students). Each and every space in our community is valuable to this mission, and we actively seek to accommodate the needs of parents and families who are committed to a Montessori educational experience and to completing the early childhood (3-6) cycle. 
 Our existing students are given until January to return signed re-enrollment contracts; after this date, any remaining spaces will be made available to new students. Unfortunately, we have very limited ability to predict how many spaces, or what scheduling options, will be available prior to January.  Applications are reviewed in the order in which they were received. All admission decisions are made at the complete discretion of the Bloom! Montessori staff; for new/incoming students, in addition to the order in which we received the application we generally consider the following factors: 
1) Intention and Ability to Complete “The Three year Cycle”

The Montessori classroom community is composed of a three year mixed age group. This factor is extremely important to the functioning of the class and the success of all of the students enrolled. The mixed age group allows older children to assume additional responsibilities and serve as role models to the younger children (reviewing concepts, consolidating knowledge, and developing confidence and leadership skills in the process) and allows the younger children to emulate models worthy of imitation, to observe more sophisticated social interactions, uses of language, and academic lessons, and to learn to seek help from those who are more experienced. It also allows all children to work at their own pace (older children who need more help in a subject area than their same-age peers can receive it without stigma and younger children who are more advanced in a subject area than their same-age peers can also continue to advance without this fact attracting undue attention from their peers). 

 In the Montessori program, children remain in the same classroom for a “three year cycle” (from 3-6). Completion of the cycle is extremely important to the Montessori method. Within each three year cycle a wide body of information and skills are presented. Montessori recognized sensitive periods in the development of children’s lives (periods in when they show strong interest in certain aspects of their environment). She designed her program to introduce various aspects of learning at the time when the children are most receptive. Failure to complete the 3-year cycle results in the child not achieving the "total possibility" offered by the class, resulting in noticeable differences in concentration, as well as academic loose ends, partially developed skills, and incoherent knowledge.

As a result, we give preference to families based upon their intention and ability to complete the three- year cycle (incoming three year old children who intend to complete the three year cycle, siblings of alumni and families who have demonstrated their intention to complete the cycle, and children transferring from another AMS or AMI member school receive preference in admissions).

2) Enrollment in the Full-Time, Calendar Year Option

We have structured the school day and school year to ensure that your child receives a well-rounded experience that will foster a lifetime of learning and prepare your child intellectually for elementary school and future academic endeavors. We strongly encourage you to consider the benefits of full time attendance on the calendar year schedule. This schedule is undoubtedly preferable for most children. It permits them to have a consistent routine, to become socially integrated into the classroom community, to retain information over the summer, and to maximize their powers of concentration and their language and mathematics acquisition. As a result, we give preference to incoming three year olds (who intend to complete the three year cycle) who are enrolling in the full time calendar year scheduling option.

3) Creating Communities of Balance and Diversity

We also strive to create communities of balance and diversity in terms of student age, socioeconomics, race, ethnicity, and gender. The child who is highest on our wait list, whose admission would help to maintain that balance, will be admitted first.
4) Availability of Your Desired Schedule

Once our existing students return their re-enrollment contracts and scheduling preferences, we will make remaining spaces available to new students. Unfortunately, we have very limited ability to predict what scheduling options will be available in advance. If we feel that your child would be a good fit, but your preferred schedule is not available we will contact you with an offer for the schedule we have available; otherwise, we will place your child on the wait list. 
What if I Would Like to Tour/Observe Before Applying?

After we have received your application, we will contact you to schedule a tour. We generally conduct tours on the weekends or in the evening, when we can meet with you  and your child at length.  We also encourage parents to observe in the actual classroom; however, we get lots of requests for observations (from local college students studying Early Childhood Education, Montessori trainees completing required classroom observations, existing families and their relatives, and prospective parents).  We work very hard to accommodate your desire to see the classroom “in action” with our need to minimize the interruption created by observations on our teachers and existing students. Our classrooms are both fairly small and very busy places! 

As a result, observations for prospective parents occur by appointment only. Observations last 30 minutes and take place in the mornings between 9am-10am, during the independent work time (as this is the most distinctive aspect of the Montessori experience). We generally schedule observations beginning in October (once our new, incoming students have had the opportunity to settle into the classroom routine) and take a hiatus from them around parent conference time (when many existing families come to observe their own children). As classroom observations take place during our hours of operation, you will need to make other child care arrangements during this time; additionally, since we will not be meeting your child during your observation, if you do decide to apply, you will still need to schedule a tour/interview.
On the day of your scheduled observation, please enter the building through the back entrance (go through the gate into the yard off of Grande Avenue and enter using the door that is next to the Bloom! Montessori Drop Box).  A Montessori classroom assistant will greet you and request to see your photo ID (please do not be offended- this is both for the protection of our students and required by licensing). You will need to sign in on the visitor log. The classroom assistant will direct you to a chair in the classroom from which you can observe unobtrusively (when you have completed your observation, we ask that you sign out and depart quietly through the same door you entered). 
Adult movements and voice levels affect the children and their ability to concentrate dramatically. We ask that during your observation, you do not engage the children, teachers, or other adults in conversation. The children have been told that observers come to see them work; if children hang around you and ask why you are there, tell them, just once, that you want to see them do their work. We will also ask that you sit or stand in the area suggested by the classroom assistant to prevent congestion in the classroom. Your questions and comments are important to us; however, it is usually not possible for our Montessori guides to answer questions, or give a complete tour of the facility, during these visits/while they are working with children, but you are welcome to contact the school by email or phone after your visit.  
Additionally, Bloom! Montessori also hosts occasional open houses, parent workshops, and maintains a list of members of our parent community who have volunteered to speak with prospective parents about their experience at Bloom! If you are interested in one of these options, or if you would like to be put in touch with a current parent reference, please contact our admissions office. 
What Can I Expect to See During my Visit?

Freely chosen activity is the cornerstone of a Montessori education. Expect to see children engaged in “work” with authentic, Montessori didactic materials that were created by Dr. Montessori herself!  The Montessori classroom is a child-centered, specially prepared environment full of growth promoting, purposeful activities; each activity is self-correcting, incorporates movement, and is designed to encourage playful repetition. Notice how much of the “work” being done in the Montessori environment would be considered to be “play” by other philosophies (using playdo, painting, etc). Also, notice the concentration, confidence, independence, and self-discipline of the children. Look for the ways in which children are permitted to grow and develop at their own pace in this quiet, relaxed, unhurried environment.
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     Please attach a current photo of your child for identification purposes!

Child’s Name_________________________________________________________________________________




First


                       Middle


               Surname

Birthdate___/___/____   Current Age in Months_______            □ Male  □ Female       Place of Birth____________
Previous School/Day Care/Nanny/Other Child Care Experience: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Most Recent Location

 
      Phone Number

             Dates of Attendance

                      Reason for Leaving

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Previous Location


      Phone  Number

             Dates of Attendance

                      Reason for Leaving

I authorize the release of any information from the above to Bloom! Montessori. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature






Date

How did you hear about Bloom? Did anyone refer you? ________________________________________________
Schedule You Are Seeking (check all that apply):  □Full Time       □4 days/wk        □3 days/wk        □2 days/wk
Days and times you are seeking care:

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	
	
	
	


We offer an authentic full-day Montessori program (8am- 5:30 pm).   Children can attend 2, 3, or 5 days/week.   Part day is not an option at this time.
Are you flexible as to the days?  □No      □Yes (please explain)_______________________________________________
On what date would your child be available to start (check all that apply):  □ June 2012    □ August 2012    Other: _____________

Term You Are Seeking (check all that apply):  □ The School Year (based on St Vrain Valley)  □ The Calendar Year (8/2012 – 8/2013)  
 □ Summer Session (6/2012- 8/2012)   □ Other (please specify):
Parent/Guardian Information:
________________________________________

Mother’s Name

________________________________________
Mother’s Home Address
(       )___________________________________
Mother’s Home Phone Number
(       )___________________________________

Mother’s Cell Phone Number

________________________________________
Mother’s Employer’s Name

________________________________________

Mother’s Position/Occupation

(       ) ___________________________________
Mother’s Business Phone Number
____________________________________________________________Mother’s Email Address
______________________________________
Father’s Name

_______________________________________
Father’s Home Address

(       )__________________________________

Father’s Home Phone Number

(       )__________________________________

Father’s Cell Phone Number
_______________________________________

Father’s Employer’s Name
_______________________________________

Father’s Position/Occupation

(       )__________________________________

Father’s Business Phone Number
__________________________________________________________

Father’s Email Address

Parents are:  □ Married  □ Separated  □ Divorced  □Unmarried  □ Widowed  □ Child is Adopted
With whom does the child live? Please explain any custody/guardianship arrangements in detail! _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are there any other adults living with the child or adult caretakers for the child? (If so, please give name and relation to the child) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact-  If neither parent can be reached in case of an emergency, call:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name



Relationship to Child


Home Phone

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Address






Cell Phone Number

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Place of Employment


Position/Occupation 


Work Phone
Other persons permitted to pick up the child:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name


Address



Phone Number

Relation to Child

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name


Address



Phone Number

Relation to Child

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name


Address



Phone Number

Relation to Child

(Note: Please notify anyone other than a parent who picks up your child that we will not release the child if they are unable to supply a valid photo ID!)

Persons NOT permitted to pick up the child:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name




Relation To Child


Notes/Comments

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name




Relation To Child


Notes/Comments

 (Note: If one of these people is the child’s parent, you will need to include a copy of a certified court order noting any restrictions. Absent this information, we will have no choice but to release the child to the parent).
Medical Information:

Please describe any allergies, including foods, which have caused adverse reactions, or any food not to be given to the child for health or religious reasons. Also, please describe any accommodations which would be necessary. Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
List any chronic medical, behavioral, mental health, physical, or developmental condition, or diagnosed learning differences that your child has, or has had in the past, and any accommodations which would be necessary (e.g seizures, asthma, arthritis, obesity, diabetes, respiratory illness, drug reaction, Autism Spectrum Disorder, ADD, etc). Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is your child currently being treated for any medical, psychological, or behavioral issue, other than routine preventative care (if so, please explain in detail- use a separate sheet of paper if necessary)?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please fill in the contact information for each of your child’s current healthcare providers:

	
	Name
	Address
	Telephone

	Child’s Doctor
	
	
	

	Child’s Dentist
	
	
	

	Child’s Optometrist
	
	
	

	Hospital Preference
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


We recommend that all children receive a physical exam, dental exam, and an optometric exam annually!
Toilet Learning- Bloom! Montessori requires students to have established independent toilet training prior to admission (meaning that the child can use the toilet independently- including removing garments, wiping, going to the bathroom without reminders or adult assistance, and experiences less than four daytime accidents per month). Children are required to wear cotton underpants at school.  If your child does not currently possess these abilities, you can still apply, with the understanding that the child will need to have achieved this level of toilet training prior to their first day of attendance. Our experience is that most children over the age of 18 months can meet this definition with a month of consistent effort by their parents (if you need guidance or advice, please contact our office). 
Please check the box of the statement which most closely describes your child’s current state of toileting ability:
□ My child is able to use the toilet independently without reminders and is NOT wearing diapers or Pullups during the day.   

     He/she has less than one daytime accident per week or four accidents per month. This meets our requirements.

□  My child does not currently meet the requirements for admission; however, I believe that my child will be developmentally ready, and plan to initiate this 
     process prior to enrollment. I have read the school’s policies about toilet learning and understand that if my child does not meet this standard by his/her 
     first day of attendance, Bloom! Montessori may decide that he/she is not maturationally ready to attend and this may be considered to be cause for 
     rescinding an offer of admission or termination of contract.  

□   Other: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please answer the following questions as completely as possible; use a separate sheet of paper if necessary.
1) Does the child have any siblings? If so, please provide names, ages, and school that they attend: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) How would you describe your child? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) What do you know about the Montessori philosophy? Has this child or anyone in your family attended a Montessori school? If so, which school? Why do you want your child to attend a Montessori school? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) What are your reasons for wanting your child to attend Bloom? What are your pre-school and kindergarten goals for your child?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) What are you currently working on with your child? How can we help? In what areas would you most like to see your child progress? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) To which other schools, daycares, or programs, if any, are you applying? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

These questions will help us get to know your child better. Please provide a short summary of your child’s habits/behavior with regard to the following: Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary!

A) What are your child’s favorite toys? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
B) What are your child’s favorite activities? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C) How much TV does your child watch? What are their favorite shows?____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D) What does your child do when he/she is angry?______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E) Fears _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F) How is discipline handled in your home?___________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
G) Are you anticipating your child will nap at school? □ Yes  □ No     If so, what is your current routine? ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
H) Does your child have a pacifier, security blanket, and/or object? If so, what is it? ___________________________________________________________________
I) Describe your child’s eating behavior- are they a picky eate_____________________________________________________________________________________
J) What is your home’s nutrition philosophy? __________________________________________________________________________________________________
K) What are your child’s favorite foods? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
L) What foods does your child dislike? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
M) What is your child’s sleeping pattern- When do they go to bed? Do they sleep through the night? What is the bedtime routine?  ______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
N) Does the child assist in household chores, duties, or family responsibilities? _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
O) Is a language other than English spoken at home? ____________________________________________________________________________________________
P) Does the child speak any other languages, play any musical instruments, have any hobbies, special interests, or unique capabilities? ___________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I verify that the information I have provided is true and complete. I understand that false statements and omissions made to this form may result in termination of my child’s care arrangement at Bloom!. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian Completing the Application



                             Date

Bloom! Montessori uses photos of students in school and marketing publications. These publications include, but are not limited to, albums/portfolios which are made for parents of their children at school (these may include group photos), digital photos which are periodically emailed to parents, annual class photos, parent newsletter photos, website, blog, brochure, scholarship, and marketing photos.  If admitted, photos of my child taken at school may be used for these purposes- including group, individual photos, film, video, or digital photo. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian Completing the Application



                             Date

You will need to remit this application with a non-refundable application fee of $50. 
Please mail completed application to: Bloom! Montessori School  • 701 James Street Longmont, CO 80501. Thank you!

Bloom! Montessori strives to create a diverse community. We do not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, sexual orientation, disability, developmental disability, race, ethnicity, or national origin in our admissions process or the administration of any of our programs.
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